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LETTER VI. 

Remarks on the third inference. 

Rev. Srr, 

Your first and second infer- 
ences will be:passed over with- 
out any remarks. But your 
third and some things which you 
have said in support of it, must 
not escape notice.. The infer- 
ence reads thus :— 

“It appears from what has 
been said, that Christians who 
are united in the belief of the 
truth have a right to blame 
those who think differently from 
them upon religious subjects.” 

It will be readily admitted 
that there are cases, in which 
these, who are united in the be- 
lief of the truth, have a right 
to blame those who differ from 
them. In many cases there 
may he real evidence of blame, 
and so far as there is evidence 
of blame, any. one may be blam- 
ed. 

If persons treat religious sen- 
timents with levity and indiffer- 
ence, as though it were of no 
consequence what is believed or 
disbelieved; if they show. an 
uneandid spirit in discoursing 
au religious subjects ; if they 
Vol. V.—-No. 414. 
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have refused to examine impar- 
tially, or now refuse so to do ; 
if there be evidence that they 
embrace error to justify iniqui- 
ty, to give the reins to their 
lusts, or to silence. an accusing 
conscience ; in such cases per- 
sons may be considered as blam- 
able. Those who discover such 
things in them have a right to 
blame them. But there may 
be cases, in which persons have 
imbibed erroneous opinions, 
without giving evidence, of 
blame. /¥e, my friend, differ’ 
in opinion respecting the lead- 
ing sentiment of your discourse ; 
and it is clear to my mind, that 
you have imbibed and propagat- 
ed an erroneous doctrine ; but 
that Ihave a right to blame 
you is not so evident. 

In support of your inference 
you have advanced some thin 
whieh require special attention. 
You say,— 

** The opinion that men ought 
not to blame one another for 
thinking differently upon reli- 
gious subjects is built upon the 
principle that none ean really 
know that their own sentiments 
are certainly right. But this is 
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a false principle, because there 
is a plain and infallible rule of 
faith, which gives those who 
eonform to it, certain evidence 
of their believing the truth. 
Anda certainty of being right 
in sentiment, is very different 
from the strongest confidence of 
being so.” 

Tam perfectly at a loss, sir, 
how you came by this opinien, 
anless it were from your own 
experience ; andif it were from 
experience that you obtained it, 
[wish you would as soon as 
may he convenient, publish to 
the world, a complete list of 
those religious sentiments, re- 
specting which you “really 
know that you are certainly 
right,” and accompany this list 
with the proofs of your infalli- 
bility. 

I have, however, some ground 
of suspicion, that you did not 
obtain this opinion by experi- 
ence ; for,in respect to many 
articles ofthe Christian religion, 
Isuppose that you and I are 

eed in sentiment ; yet I ean- 
not say I really know that my 
sentiments, in which I agree 
with you, are certainly right. 
I verily believe they are, and I 
think I reeeive comfort from 
them, and on them! rest my 
hopes of future felicity. This 
is as far as I dare to affirm. 

I will mention another thing, 
whieh gives me some reason (o 
doubt, whether your opinions 
were obtained by experience. 
President Dwight, i believe, 
agreed with us, a8 to (he prin- 
ciple articles of the Christian 
faith ; yet he considered it as 
amatter of belief and not of 
knowledge, whether the serip- 
tares are a revelation from God. 
In his discourses on © Infided 
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Philosophy,” he has this re- 

mark; * Christians believe that 
the scriptures are, and Infidels 
that they are not, « revelation 
from God. Neither they nor 
we know, for the ease admits 
not of knowledge, nor can it be 
determined with certainty. The 
only question to be determined 
between the contending parties, 
is, which believes on the 
best evidence?” p. 57. This 
being his view respecting the 
hible itself, it is pretty obvious 
that he would not have dared 
to say, l really know that my 
religious sentiments are certain- 
ly right. 

Permit me, sir, to ask, In 
what way does the infallible 
rule of faith give certain evi- 
dence to those who conform to 
it, that they are right ? Or what 
is the certain evidence which it 
gives ? I wish you had, on this 
point, been more explieit. How- 
ever you might obtain your o- 
pinion, if you know it to be true, 
you can doubtless give some in- 
formation on the subject. 

i have sometimes suspected, 
that you might suppose this 
opinion to be implied in what 
Christ said, John vii. 17— If 
any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doetrine. 
whether it be of God, or wheth- 
er I speak of myself.” ‘Though 
this text might seem, at first 
view, to ivcer your opinion, 
yet, on examination, if may be 
found less favourable than some 
have imagined. 

Can this text be supposed to 
imply, that every child, or every 
man, who has an obedient heart, 
has such a perfect understand- 
ing of all seriptere doetrines. 
or truths, that he may say con- 
cerning each preposition, { 





réally know that this is certain- 
ly truth ? Or will every such 
person be able to say this, with 
regard to all that you would 
call the great doctrines of the 
gospel P 

There are various eonstruc- 
tions which may be given to 
the text, which will by no means 
support your opinion. 

1. The term doctrine may not 
be meant to imply ail scripture 
doctrines ; and it may possibly 
refer to some particular doc- 
trine whieh Christ had just 
taught, and which is not stated 
in the eonnexion. For in the 
preceding verses we are inform- 
ed, that Christ went up into the 
temple and taught, and that the 
Jews marvelled, but what he 
then tanght is not related. 

2. The term know, in the 
text, may be meant to imply no 
more than satisfying and com- 
forting evidence, in distinction 
from infallible certainty. 

3. To know whether the doc- 
frine be of God, may be a dif- 
ferent idea from knowing that 
we certainly understand the doc- 
trine. Christ, we believe, was 
a teacher sent from God. 
Through prejudice the Jews re- 
jected the evidence of his divine 
mission. By the exercise of 
that humble temper, which is 
implied in doing the will of 
God, their eyes would probably 
have been opened, to see the 
evidence that he was sent of 
God,—and henee, by doing the 
will of God, they might have 
known that his doctrine was of 
God. Of this, they might have 
had, the mast plenary evidence, 
without being able to say we 
really know that our under- 
standing of the doctrine is cer- 
tainly right. 
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The last construction of the 
text is perhaps the most proba- 
ble. But if you are not satis- 
fied with either of the preced- 
ing, I will mention one more. 

4. The text contains a pro- 
mise of what shall be, on condi- 
tion of doing the will ef God: 
And it may have respect to 
what shall be known by the 
obedient ina future world. For 
it is not said whew the promise 
will be fulfilled. 

As TI ean think of no other 
passage of seripture, on which 
you would be so likely to found 
your opinion, and as I am per- 
suaded this is insufficient for 
its support, I will now query, 
whether what you have said on 
this point has not, in two re- 
spects, an evil tendency. 

In the first place, has it not 
a tendeney to oceasion doubts 
and perplexity, in the minds of 
the truly humble and self-diffi- 
dent, to whom in a special man- 
ner the consolations of the gos- 
pel ought to be sienicietocel? 

In the seeond plaee, has it 
not atendency to countenance 
and encourage the daring arro- 
gance of the self-sufficient, self- 
confident and ecensorious Phari- 
see, or enthusiast P 

So far as I have been ae- 
quainted with professors of re- 
ligion, those whe give the best 
evidence of real piety, are not 
apt to use such self-confident 
language as your doctrine will 
justify ; J believe, and I hope, 
are the common language of 
the humble Christian. But 
dogmatical enthusiasts of every 
denomination will pronounce 
without hesitancy, that they 
know that their sentiments are 
right ; and the most ignorant 
of the tribe, are eften as 
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forward as 
know. 
Now, Sir, as your character, 
as a divine, stands on elevated 
ground, is it not probable that 
enthusiasts of various seets, 
will avail themselves of what 
you have written to justify their 
dangerous self-confidence, dog- 


any to say, J 













Dr. Emmons. 


matical assertions, and censori- 
ous exclamations ? It is, in my 
view, devoutly to be regretted, 
that, instead of giving such 
countenance to arrogance, delu- 
sion, and fanaticism, you had 
not introdneed the following 
lines from the amiable Cowper’: s 
Poem on Conversation. 


“Where men of judgement creep and feel their way, 
The positive pronounce without dismay, 

Their want of light ard intellect, supplied, 

By sparks absurdity strikes out of pride : 

Without the means of knowing right from wrong 
"Chey always are decisive clear and strong ; 

Where others toil with philosophic foree, 

Their nimble nonsense takes a shorter course, 
Flings at your head conviction in the Jump, | 

And ; gains remote conclusions with a jump.” 


LETTER VII. 
Remarks on the fourth inference. 
I now come to your. fourth 
and last inference, which is 
this; — If there be a propriety 
in God’s requiring Christians 
to be united in the belief of the 
truth, then there is no propriety 
in attempting to unite them in 
affection, without uniting them 
in sent*nent.” 

In illustrating the inference 

you have some observations to 
which I have no objection, and 
others which appear excepi.on- 
able. You say, “ The brother- 
Jy love which the gospel re- 
quires is very different = 
general benevolence !” To th: 
I have no great objection ; I 
would only remark, that, I eon- 
ceive, you will not affirm that 
brother!y love and general be- 
nevolence are very different as 
to their general nature. 

Brotherly love, as I under- 
stand the term,is benevolence 
exercised incomplacency towards 
such as give evidence, that they 





profess the same temper. I 
would here remark that this 
evidence may be given mutually 
between two persens, while they 
differ in some important re- 
spects as to their articles of faith. 

You also observe, Unity of 
faith is the only proper basis of 
unity of spirit. Christians may 
and must be united in affection, 
so far as they are united in sen- 
timent : but so far as they are 
disunited in sentiment, they are 
and must be disunited in affee- 
tion.” 

In applying this doctrine you 
add, ** We find that those, who 
agrec in their speealatians upon 
any art or science, commonly 
feel a mutual attachment, aris- 
ing from their eoncurrenee in 
opinion. Anda unity of faith 
never fails to produce a mutual 
esteem and = affection among 
Christians. Mutual affeetion 
will naturally flow from mutual 
agreement in sentiment. Let 
Christians be of one mind and 
they will be of one heart.” 





I have supposed that in the 
passages here quoted, by the 
term Christians you meant pro- 
fessors of the christian religion. 
But I conceive that your acconnt 
of the effect of unity of senti- 
ment, will better apply to what 
is found among false professors, 
than among persons of true hu- 
mility and solid piety. That 
mutual affection which is the 
effect or result of mere econcur- 
rence in sentiment, is, in my 
view, party affection, and as 
distinct from the brotherly love, 
which the gospel enjoins, as 
selfishness is from benevolence. 
More or less of it is to be found 
among all denominations of 
Christians ; and in as great a 
degree among the most errone- 
ous as the most orthodox. As 
it is natural for persons to be 
pleased with their own senti- 
ments, whether right or wrong, 
so it is natural for them to be 
pleased when others coneur 
with them in cE py + wrod 
the question relate to divinity, 
to arts or sciences, or to poli- 
ties. But will you, sir, affirm, 
that the affection which appears 
in violent partizans in polities, 
towards such as agree with 
them in sentiment, is that broth- 
erly love which the gospel re- 
quires P 

‘So far,” you say, “ as 
Christians are united in senti- 
ment, so far they are and must 
be united .in affection ; but so 
far as they are disunited in sen- 
timent, so far they are and must 
be disunited in affection.” 

Did you, my brother, examine 
this sentence before it was pub- 
lished P It appears to have been 
too hasty and incorrect for Dr. 
Emmons. 

Do you fee! brotherly love, 
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or complacency towards the 
moral character of every pro- 
fessor of religion im proportion 
as he agrees with you in senti- 
ment? Your answer must, I 
think, be in the negative. 

Infernal spirits may be ortho- 
dox and agree with each other 
in sentiment; will they, of 
course, exercise that brotherly 
love whieh the gospel requires ? 
They may agree with us in 
sentiment; shall we on that 
ground own them as brethren 
in the Lord ? 

If “ Christians may and must 
be united in affection so far as 
they are united in sentiment,” 
the age ap will doubtless ap- 
ply to all intelligent beings ; 
especially, if “ mutual affection 
will naturally flow from mutual 
agreement in sentiment.” Now 
there are two important points 
in divinity, to say the least, in 
which we are assured that Sa- 
tan agrees with us in sentiment. 
He believes that “ there is one 
God,”’ and that Jesus Christ is 
t he*oly one of God,”’ and we 
believe the same. Must there 
not then, according to your hy- 
pothesis, he some degree of 
brotherly love between us and 
the aecuser of the brethren ? 

If your theory should be gen- 
erally adopted, and the senti- 
ments of Satan should become 
generally known, I suspect he 
would become a character of 
considerable respectability in 
the ehristian world ; and most 
so with those whose sentiments 
are most consonant to scripture : 
For itis highly probable that 
he is more correet in sentiment, 
than the generality of professed 
Christians. But, sir, notwith- 
standing all his orthodoxy, he 
is stilla devil. Noris it vety 
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uncommon fur some of the vilest 
of men, to agree in sentiment 
with some of the besé Christians 
on many important articles of 
faith. 

Moreover, is there not reason 
to believe, that at the general 
judgement, both saints and sin- 
ners, good angels and evil be- 
ings, will all be united in their 
apreniniiee opinions >? Will 
they not then, according to your 
principle, be united in affection, 
and all dwell together with the 
Lord ? If, therefore, your theery 
ean be supported, will it not af- 
ford a new and firm foundation 
for the support of the universa- 
lian scheme, in its most exten- 
sive latitude P 

Among all the observations 
in your discourse, there is not 
one, which is, in my view, more 
exceptionable than this, viz :— 
“Unity of faith is the only 
proper basis of unity of spirit.” 
By unity of faith 1 presume you 
mean the same as agreement. in 
sentiment, and by unity of spirit 
the sameas unity of affection. 
Let us then examine the prin- 
ciple. 

Ifunity of sentiment is the 
only proper basis of unity of 
affection, then the mutuai love 
hetween God and his saints is 
founded on agreement in epin- 
ian: And, “so far as they are 
united in sentiment, so far they 
are and mast be united in affee- 
tion; and so far as they are 
disunited in sentiment. so far 
they are and must be disunited 
in affeetion.” 

Admitting that unity of sen- 
timent is. the only preper basis 
for unity of affection, yet doubt- 
less the nnity of sentiment must 
he perceived in order that the 
unity of affeetion may take 
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lace. Is it then, sir, b : 
ain that God’s Conall tee 
as their thoughts, or that he 
agrees with them in sentiment, 
that the affections of saints are 
drawn forth towards Him? Is 
there no other basis for our af- 
fection towards God, or compla- 
eency in his character, than his 
agreeing with us in our opin- 
ions? If there may be some 
other proper basis of our affec- 
tions towards him, there may be 
some other basis of his affection 
towards us ; and, consequently, 
there may be some other basis 
for unity of affection, or broth- 
erly love among saints, than a- 
greement in sentiment. 

Let us examine respecting 
the consequences of admitting 
your hypothesis. If unity of 
sentiment be the only proper 
basis for unity of affection ; if 
Christians are and must be unit- 
ed in affection so far as they 
are united in sentiment, will it 
not follow, that a mere specula- 
tive belief of the truth is all 
which is necessary to bring a 

erson into union with the 
Lord? thata person is holy 
just in proportion as his opin- 
ions accord with the bible ? that 
he who believes one religious 
truth has one degree of holi- 
ness ? that he who is the most 
correct iz his epinions is the 
most holy person, and most 
united in affection to God? And, 
on the whole, that Godwin’s 
scheme of illuminism is founded 
in truth ? He supposes that vice 
is merely error in judgemeat, 
and that all that is neeessary to 
make any man virtuous, is to 
give him correct information. 

I have not mentioned illumin- 
ism, nor universalism, with a 
view to attach reproach to your 








character. I believe you are 
in heart and in sentiment, as 
much opposed to these schemes 
as I am. I have mentioned 
them in this connexion only to 
show to what lengths your theo- 
ry leads, that you and others 
may feel the importance of a- 
bandoning this ground, and of 
learning to judge of the charac- 
ters of men by their practical 
conformity or non-conformity to 
the moral precepts of the gos- 
pel, rather than by their agree- 
ment or disagreement with you 
in relation to the disputed ques- 
tions in theology. 

I have now, sir, finished my 
remarks on your sermon. [ 
have used freedom in attempt- 
ing to detect what I regard as 
@ great error in your opinions ; 
but I have indulged no desire to 
injure your reputation My 
theory permits me to think fa- 
vourably of your character and 
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of the character of many others, 
from whose opinions | dissent. 
This I esteem as a great privi- 
lege, from which your system 
exeludes its votaries. It is a 
privilege which I would not sur- 
render for all the honours of 
reputed orthodoxy, and all the 
pleasures which ean possibly 
result from uncharitable and 
intolerant pringiples. 

‘There is one who teacheth 
man knowledge—in whose 
hands our hearts are, and who 
knows in all cases the imper- 
fections of his creatures, and to ° 
what cause to impute their er- 
rors. May his spirit lead us 
both in the way of truth, the 
pleasant path of life and love, 
and prepare us for that state of 
perfeetion and felicity in which 
all will know, that unity of sen- 
timent is not the only basis of 
unity of affection. 


ie 


THE TENDENCY OF HOMER’S ILIAD. 


‘‘ Homer, you know, is the 
favourite of the whole civilized 
world. ‘The object of inquiry 
is, what kind of predisposition 
will be formed toward Chris- 
tianity in a young and animat- 
ed spirit, that learns to glow 
with enthusiasm at the scenes 
created by Homer, and to in- 
dulge an ardemt wish,—which 
that enthusiasm will probably 
awaken, for the possibility of 
emulating some of the principal 
characters. Let this suscepti- 
ble youth, after having mingled 
and burned in imagination 
among heroes, whose valour and 
anger flamed like Vesuvius, who 
wade in blood, trample on dy- 
iwe foes and hurl defiance a- 


gainst earth and heaven ; let 
him be led into the company of 
Jesus Christ and his disciples, 
as displayed by the evangelists, 
with whose narrative I will sup- 
pose he is but slightly acquaint- 
ed before. What must he, what 
ean he do with his feelings in 
this transition? He will find 
himself flung as far as ‘ from 
the centre to the utmost pole ;’ 
and one of these two opposite 
exhibitions of character will 
inevitably excite his aversion.” 
“Or if you will suppose a 
erson to become profoundly in- 
terested by the New ‘Testament, 
end to have acquired the spirit 
of the Saviour of the world,— 
with what sentiments will he 



















































A238 


come forth from conversing with 
heavenly mildness, weeping be- 
nevolence, sacred purity, and 
the eloquence of divine wisdom, 
to enter into a seene of such ae- 
tions and characters, and to 
hear such maxims of merit and 
glory as those of Homer? He 
would find the mightiest strain 
of poetry employed to represent 
ferocious courage as the greatest 
of virtues, and those who do not 
possess it, as worthy of their 
fate, to be trodden in the dust. 
He willbe taught—at least it 
will not be the fault of the poet 
ifhe is not taught—to forgive 
aheroic spirit for finding the 
sweetest luxury in insulting dy- 
ing pangs, and imagining the 
tears and despair of distant par- 
ents or wives. He will be in- 
stantly called upon to worship 
revenge, the real divinity of the 
Iliad. He will be taught that 
the most glorious and enviable 
life is that to which the greatest 
number of other lives are made 
a sacrifice ; and that it is noble 
in a hero to prefer even a short 
life, attended by this felicity, to 
a long one which should permit 
a longer life also to others.” 

‘* Whatever is the chief and 
grand impression made by the 
whole work on the ardent minds 
which are most susceptible of 
the influence of poetry, that is 
the real moral; and, Alexan- 
der, and, by reflection from him, 
Charles XII. correctly reeeived 
the genuine inspiration.” 

“T wish [may be pardoned 
for making another strange and 
indeed, a most monstrous sup- 
position, namely—that Achilles, 
Diomede, Ulysses and Ajax had 
been real persons, living in the 
time of our Lord, and had be- 
come his diseiples ; and yet— 
’ 
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excepting the mere exchange of 
the notions of mythology for 
christian opinions—had retain- 
ed entire the state of mind with 
which their poet has exhibited 
them. It is instantly perceived 
that Satan, Beelzebub and Mo- 
loch, might as consistently have 
been retained in heaven.” 

* Yet the work of Homer is, 
notwithstanding, the book which 
Christian poets have translated; 
which christian divines have 
edited and commented on with 
pride, at which christian ladies 
have been delighted to see their 
sons kindle into rapture, and 
which forms an essential part 
of the course of a liberal edu- 
cation, over all those countries 
on which the gospel shines ! 

** If such works do really ime 
part their own genuine spirit to 
the mind of an admiring reader, 
in proportion to the degree in 
which he admires,—and if this 
spirit is totally hostile to that 
of Christianity,—and if Chris- 
tianity ought really and in good 
faith to be the supreme regent 
of all moral feelings ;—then it 
is evident that the lliad, and all 
books which combine the same 
tendeney with great poetical 
excellence, are amung the most 
mischievous things on earth.” 

* With or without classical 
ideas, men and nations will con- 
tinue to commit offences against 
one another, and to avenge 
them; to assume an arrogant 
precedence and account it noble 
spirit; to celebrate their deeds 
of destruction, and eall them 
glory ; to idolize the men who 
profess and can infuse the great- 
est share of an infernal fire ; 
(o set at nuught all prineiples 
of virtue aud religion in favour 
of a thonghtless vicious mortal, 








who eonsigns himself in the 
same achievement to fame and 
perdition ; to vaunt in triumph- 
al entries, or funeral porips, 
or strings of scalps, how far hu- 
man skill and vilbetie can excel 
the powers of famine and pesti- 
lence; men and nations will 
continue thus te aet till some 
new dispensation of heaven 
shall establish the reign of 
Christianity.” —Foster’s Essays 
vol. ii. p. 134-144. 

Suppose that the Iliad, with 
all its poetical charms had been 
as much adapted to excite and 
influence a libidinous passion 
as it isa passion for war,—that 
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it had represented unchaste de- 
sire as the most honourable vir- 
tue, and fornicators and adulter- 
ers as the glory of a nation : 
Suppose also that such a Jaseivi- 
ous poem liad been, for several 
centuries, used as a classie in 
all the seminaries of learning 
in Christendom, and generally 
extolled as the best that ever 
was written :—-What > would 
have been its effects F Would 
it now have been too late or, too 
early to ask, How long shall 
the prince of Pagan poets con- 
tinue to be the object of chris- 
tian idolatry ? 


—r 


HISTORICAL FRAGMENTS. 


CHAP. 


Roger Williams. 

“THERE was great disturh- 
ance this year, (1634) occasion- 
ed by Roger Williams, minister 
of Salem. He had refused to 
join in communion with the 
church in Boston, beeause they 
would not make a public deelar- 
ation of their repentanee for 
holding communien with the 
church of England whilst they 
lived there. He was charged 
with divers exceptionable tenets, 
as ‘that it is not lawful fora 
godly man to have communion 
in family prayer or in an oath 
with such as they judge unre- 
generate, and therefore he re- 
fused the oath of fidelity and 
taught others to do so that it 
is not lawful for an unregener- 
ate man to pray ; that the mag- 
istrate has nothing to do in mat- 
ters of the first table 3’? another 
tenet is added which ouglit not 
‘o have heen ranked with the 
former, viz: ‘that to punish a 


Va} 
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-man for any matters of con- 


science is persecutien.” Mr. 
Hutchinson remarks, “ But 
what gave just occasion to the 
civil power to interpose, was his 
influencing Mr. Endicot, one of 
the magistrates, and a member 
of his church, to cut the cross 
out of the king's colours, as be- 
ing a relique of anti-christian 
superstition. Endeavours were 
used to reclaim him, but to no 
purpose, and at length he was 
banished the jurisdiction. He 
removed to the southward to 
look out fora new settlement 
umong the Indians, and fixed on 
a place called by them Moshaw- 
sick, bat by him Providence. 

* After all that has been said 
of the aetions or tenets of this 
person while in Massachusetts, 
it ought to be forever remem- 
bered to his honour, that for 
forty years after, instead of 
showing any revengeful resent- 
ments against the colony from 
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which he had been banished, he 
seems to have been continually 
employed in acts of kindness 
and benevolence, giving them 
notice from time to time, not 
only of every motion of the In- 
dians, over whom he had very 
great influence, but also of the 
unjust designs of the English 
within the new colony, of which 
he himself had been the found- 
er and governor and continued 
to be the patron.” —Hutchin- 
son’s History, vol. i. p. 35-37. 
This is a summary of the ae- 
count, given by Mr. Hutenin- 
son, of the opinions of Roger 
Williams, and of his banish- 
ment. That he had some faults 
eannot be doubted, but whether 
they were greater than the 
faults of those who banished 
him, is a question which we are 
not able to decide. His being 
banishéd and reproached is no 
valid evidence against him ; 
for this has often been the fate 
of good men. His regarding 
the symbol! of the cross ona 
military standard as “ a relique 
of anti-christian superstition,” 


is what no enlightened protest- 


ant will now disapprove. Ina 
note Mr. Hutchinson observes, 
“ This seruple afterwards pre- 
vailed, and the cross was left 
out of the colours and general- 
Iy condemned as unlawful.” 
This is the general course of 
things in our world. One man 





































Public Worship. 


discovers an ioconsisteney be- 
tween some popular opinion or 
custom and the gospel; he 
makes his objections and at- 
tempts to open the eyes of 
others : next he and his adher- 
ents are reproached and punish- 
ed; this oceasions others to in- 
quire and refleet,—and after a 
while prejudice subsides, and 
the heretical opinion gains 
ground and is at length adopted 
as orthodox. 

But why is the symbol of the 
eross on the military standard 
now regarded as anti-ehristian 
and improper? If Christians 
may lawfully wage war, fight, 
and destroy one another, why 
should they be ashamed to do it 
under a symbol of the cross f 
or even in view of a painting of 
him who was “ meek and lowly 
of heart >”? Since the days of 
Roger Williams, there seems to 
have been an apprehension of 
someincongruity between the de- 
sign of the Saviour’s cross and 
that ofa military standard, or 
between the temper of him who 
eame not to destroy men’s lives, 
and the temper of those who 
are destroyers by profession and 
practice. We may hope that 
this incongruity will be pereeiv- 
ed and felt more and more, till 
men shall either cease to make 
war, or cease io eall themselves 
Christians. 


Fe 


IMPROVEMENTS IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


For the Christian Disciple. 


“*O worship the Lord in the beeuty of holiness.” 


I READ, in your August num- 
ber, some remarks on Public 
Relicious Services, with high 


gratification. The writer en- 
quires, “Can nothing be dene 
to render publie worship more 








interesting and useful ?” It is 
true that formality and inatten- 
tion prevail, te a considerable 
extent, in our ehurehes. Too 
many frequent the house of God 
from any other motive than to 
worship the great Creator in 
sincerity and truth. Instead of 
being, exclusively, a “ house of 
prayer” and religious instruc- 
tion, it is net seldom the resort 
of the thoughtless, profane, and 
frivolous, whe assemble in the 
sanctuary from habit or euriosi- 
ty. Even professors of religion 
do not always conduet with that 
solemnity and reverence becom- 
ing the saered place and occa- 
sion, nor derive that spiritual 
profit which public worship is 
ealculated to produce. Know- 
ing then, as observers unques- 
tionably must, the existence of 
the evil, the inquiry is. impor- 
tant, Where is the remedy ? 
Your correspondent has’ sug- 
gested the following improve- 
ments, viz: Oceasionat use of 
a Liturgy, especially for young 
divines ; kneeling, or a recum- 
bent posture ; an increase of the 
number, and diminution of the 
length, of devotional exercises ; 
and greater labour on the part 
of ministers, to render these ex- 
ercises interesting. Arguments, 
fer and against written prayers, 
have been presented to the 
christian publie by eloquent and 
devout men, and it is the almost 
unanimous opinion of Congrega- 
tionalists, that extemporaneous 
prayers are better adapted to 
devotional exercises than the 
use of any Liturgy. It is in 
the power, and very proper, for 
ministers, young or old, to in- 
sraft upon their memories, the 
ideas of other Christians for use 
in their addresses to the throne 
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of grace, and to call from litur. 
gies and scripture every variety 
of expressions calculated to ren- 
der their prayers more edifying. 
Kneeling, although a very suit- 
able attitude for mortals in ad- 
dressing the Almighty, has been 
found te he se ineenvenient and 
unneeessary that itis generally 
disused in all dissenting 
churches. The imitation of 
kneeling, practised in many 
congregations in neighbouring 
states, viz.—sitting, with the 
body inelined forward, and the 
face hid, is attended with some 
objections. it has an irrever- 
ent appearance ; it induces 
sleep; and it renders hearing 
difficult. The usual practiee 
of standing is a convenient pos- 
ture to the greater part of con- 
gregations, might be attended 
with every requisite to a devout 
worshipper, and has antiquity 
in favour of it, as we read that 
the people of Israel stood while 
king Solomon offered a prayer, 
at the dedieation of the Tem- 
ple. 

Long prayers are certainly 
highly injudicious : we are not 
keard for our much spealcing. 
Short and pertinent prayers are 
best suited to all occasions. 
The hit to ministers, to spend 
more strength on their prayers 
is very important and seasona- 
ble. How often do we hear of 
a elergyman’s making an “ ele- 
gant” prayer; awl sometime 
since &@ news-paper, ironically 
perhaps, spoke of a certain 
preacher's “ addressing the au- 
dience in an eloquent prayer.” 
No one would speak of a sol- 
emn and scriptural prayer in 
such terms. 

I beg leave to add ‘to the ob- 
servations of your carrespon- 
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dent afew rules which may be 
secvieeabic to all who strive to 
render an aceeptable service in 
the courts of God’s house. 

4. Let the Lord’s day he 
spent in a devotional frame of 
mind, from the beginning to 
the end thereof Remember 
to keep it holy” is as obligatory 
on Christians as it was on Jews. 

2. On entering ehurch let a 
devout mental prayer be offered 
that all thoughts foreign to de- 
votion may be driven from the 
mind, and the heart and soul 
solemnly engaged in the sacred 
duties of the sanctuary. 

3. In singing, if gifted with 
a voice to sing, join in the sweet 

raises of God; if unable to 
sing audibly let the heart attune 
itself in this delightful service ; 
and always bear in mind that 
singing is an act of worship. 

4. in prayer, let the eyes be 
fastened on the speaker, or fall 
to the earth, and eonsider that 
what the minister utters is your 
personal address to the Deity. 
Let not your thoughts wander, 
suffer not your eyes to rove, fast- 
en your whole mind upen the 
subject, so interesting and sol- 
emp. 

5. In hearing the seriptures, 
or the sermon, cease not to look 


Benedict on Siavery. 





uninterruptedly at the preacher, 
earnestly endeavouring and 
praying to reap spiritual profit. 
Be not fastidious or critical, but 
determined to derive whatever 
religious benefit is to be gained 
from the discourse. 

6. Asthere are some frivo- 
lous persons who frequent chureh 
to exhibit fashionable attire, or 
who, when there, appear irrey- 
erent and gay, permit net your 
eyes to wander, or your thoughts 
to be engrossed, for @ moment, 
on others’ dress or conduet. 
Consider yourself alone as much 
as possible ; be in soliloquy. 

7. Let clergymen write plain- 
er sermons, calculated to ** win 
souls” rather than applause, 
and let them speak in a more 
serious, impressive manner, in- 
ducing a belief in the audience 
that they are in earnest in de- 
livering a message from God of 


infinite importance to their 
hearers. 
Should these, and similar 


rules, be rigidly observed, it is 
believed that a ecerreetion will 
be had to the evils complained 
of, and that the reproach of be- 
ing formal worshippers will uo 
longer attach iself to our econ- 
gregations. 
S.A. 


— 


BENEDICT 


The following is extracted 
from Mr. Benedict’s general 
history of the Baptists iu Amer- 
ica :-— 

‘Slaves are the most numer- 
ous in Virginia, the two Caro- 
linas, Georgia, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee. In all the states 
under consideration there are 


ON SLAVERY. 


For the Christian Disciple. 


muititudes of black people and 
creoles, who are net slaves. 
Some are the descendants of 
manumilted aneestors : many 
who were born slaves have been 
liberated by benevolent and con- 
scientious owners, and others 
have purehased their own free- 
dom. 











































“ Multitudes of the ishabi- 
tants of these states have noth- 
ing to do with slavery ; some 
from principle, and others for 
want of the means to obtain 
them. 

“ The Quakers, who are nu- 
merous in some of the southern 
states, te their praise be it spok- 
en, would never hold slaves. 

“'Fhe Baptists are by no 
means uniform in their opinions 
of slavery. Many let it alone 
altegether ; some remonstrate 
against it im gentle terms ; eth- 
ers oppose it vehemently ; while 
far the greater part of them 
hold slaves, and justify them- 
selves the best way they can. 

“In the six states we have 
named, there are now about 
ninety thousand Baptist com- 
municants; and I conelude as 
many as forty thousand of this 

reat number are negroes. 
Many of them it is true are free, 
but the greater part of them are 
slaves. ‘Thousands ef them are 
owned by Baptist masters, and 
others by other people. The 
owners ef slaves have generally 
heen loaded with reproachfal 
invectives for their practice. 
They have been all, without 
discrimination, charged with a 
want of both principle and feel- 
ing, with tyranny, cruelty, and 
oppression. But “ to diserimi- 
nate is just.” Many must be 
blamed, but others ought rather 
to be pitied. “ Many I have 
seen are heartily sick of having 
slaves about them. and think 
that the people at the north- 
ward, who are free from the in- 
eumbrance of this troublesome 
property, ave far more happy 
than they. 

“In travelling to eollect ma- 
terials for this work, I spent 
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about five months in the six 
states now under consideration. 
I set out with a determination 
te say nothing on the subject of 
slavery ; but people would eon- 
verse upan it. Some were ve 
curious to learn the minds of 
the northern people respecting 
slavery; others wanted to know 
how we eould do our work with- 
out negroes; and many were 
anxious to clear themselves of 
the unjast aspersions, which, in 
their opinions, had been cast 
upon them. There is a class of 
people, (though Tam happy to 
say I do not finil many in it who 
profess religion,) that entrench 
themselves around with their 
laws, their customs, and their 
wealth, and spurn with indigni- 
ty any seruple of the lawfalness 
of holding slaves. | 

« The existence of slavery in 
a country is calculated to awak- 
en all the propensities of human 
nature, whether good or bad. 
Those who are so disposed, have 
abundant opportunities to play 
the tyrant, and to vent all their 
merciless and angry passions 
upon a set of poor, defenceless 
fellow beings ; while those who 
are inclined to tenderness and 
compassion, may always find 
occasions for displaying these 
noble virtues.* But after all 
we can say—it must be acknow!l- 
edged that thousands of these 
wretched beings are senk be- 
neath an enormous load of op- 
pressive misery. The follow- 
mg anecdote will exemplify 
these remarks : 

“ A planter in the upper part 


* Here it is apposite to remark, that 
the habitual exercise of tyranny and 
cruelty, has an invariable tendency to 
harden the heart, as comimon observa- 
tion, and all history evince. 
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of Georgia, went down to 
Charleston to purchase slaves. 
A eargo had just been landed— 
they were set up at auction— 
deelared to be sound in wind and 
limb, and were struck off to the 
highest bidder. ‘This planter 
purehased his complement, and 
the driver conducted them off. 
On the way to Augusta, one of 
the women accidentally saw the 
man who had been her husband 
in Afriea ; the dissevered pair 
immediately reeognized each 
other, and their feelings at this 
unexpected meeting may be con- 
ceived by those, who are ac- 
quainted with conjugal affec- 
tion. The owner of the hus- 
band was moved atthe scene, 
and proposed either to sell, or 
buy, that the poor ereatures 
might live together on the same 

lantation. But the other, hard- 
hearted man! would do neither. 


Uncommon Lhoughts on Common Sertee. 


They of course were soon part- 
ed; the woman was conducted 
up the country, and soon after 
died with grief.”"—Vol. ti. p. 
206-211. 

Mr. Benedict further ob- 
serves, page 250, in speaking of 
the slave-holders, “There is 
such a strong current against 
the emancipation of slaves, and 
custom, covetousness, indolence, 
and ambition, find so many ar- 
guments in favour of slavery, 
that there seems but little pros- 
pect, that any material change 
will at present be effected, in 
the condition of this numerous 
race of enslaved and degraded 
beings.”” Henee, it is abundant- 
ly evident, that it belongs to the 
general government of the U. 
S. to banish tyranny and op- 
pression fromthis boasted “ a- 
sylum of liberty !” and to break 
the rod of the oppressor. 


EI 


UNCOMMON THOUGHTS ON 


Tue idea which I have a- 
dopted of common sense is plain 
and simple. I consider it as 
the perception of things as they 
appear to the greatest part of 
mankind. It has no relation to 
their being true or false, right 
or wrong, proper or improper. 
For the sake of perspicuity, I 
shall define it te be, Opinions 
and feelings in unison with the 
opinions and feelings of the 
bulk of mankind. 

From this definition, it is ev#- 
dent that common sense must 
necessarily differ in different 
ages and countries, and in both, 
must vary with the progress of 
taste, science, and _ religion. 
In the cultivated state of rea- 
son, the opinions and feelings 


COMMON SENSE. 


of a majority of mankind will 
be wrong, and, of course, their 
common or universal sense, will 
partake of their errors. In the 
cultivated state of reason, just 
opinions and feelings will be- 
come general, and the common 
sense of the majority will be in 
unison with truth. I beg leave 
to illustrate what I mean by a 
few examples. 

14. There are many things 
which were contrary to common 
sense in former ages, both in 
philosophy and religion, which 
are now universally believed, 
insomuch that to call them in 
question is te discover a want 
of judgement, or a defective ed- 
ucation. 

2. Itis contrary to common 


Uncommon Thoughts on Common Sense. 


sense to speak or write in favour 
of republicanism, in several Eu- 
ropean conntries; and it is 
equally contrary to it to speak 
or write in favour of monarchy, 
in the United States of Amer- 
ica. 

3. The common sense of the 
planters in Jamaica is in favour 
of the commerce and slavery of 
the Africans. In Pennsylvania, 
reason, humanity, and common 
sense, have universally declared 
against them. 

4. In Turkey, it is contrary 
to the common sense of delica- 
ey which prevails in that coun- 
try, fora gentleman to dance 
with a lady. No such common 
sense prevails in any of the 
western countries of Europe, or 
in the states of America. 

5. It is contrary to the com- 
mon sense of many numerous 
sects to believe, that it is pos- 
sible for men to go to heaven, 
who do not embrace their prin- 
ciples, or mode of worship. 
Among rational men, this com- 
mon sense is contrary to truth 
and christian religion. 

6. The common sense of man- 
kind has generally been in fav- 
our of established modes and 
habits of practice, in medicine. 
Opium, bark, mereury, and the 
lancet have all forced their way 
into general use, contrary to 
this common sense. Their atil- 
ity is a proof how little common 
sense accords with the decisions 
of reason, and how improperly 
it is supposed to be a part of 
that noble power of the mind. 

7. It is agreeable to the com- 
mon sense of a great part of 
mankind, te revenge public and 
private injuries by wars and 
duels, and yet no wise or just 
reason has ever been given’ to 
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justify the practice of either of 
them. 

8. ‘The common sense of near- 
ly all nations, is in favour of 
preventing crimes by the pun- 
ishment of death, but right rea- 
son, policy, and the experience 
of a wise and enlightened prince, 
all coneur in proving that the 
best means of preventing crimes, 
is by living and not by dead ex- 
amples. 

In the perfection of knowl- 
edge, common sense and truth 
will be in unison with each 
other. Itis now more related 
to error than te truth, and in 
the sense in which | have de- 
scribed it, it implies more praise 
than censure to want it. 

To say that a man has com- 
mon sense, is to say that he 
thinks with his age or country, 
in their false as well as their 
true opinions ; and the greater 
the proportion of people, he 
acts and thinks with, the great- 
er share he possesses of this com- 
mon sense. After all that has 
been said in its favour, I eannot 
help thinking that it is the 
characteristic only of common 
minds. 

To think or act with the 
majority of mankind, when the 
are right, aud differently from 
them, when they are wrong, 
constitutes in my opinion, the 
perfection of human wisdom and 
conduct. 

The feelings and opinions of 
mankind are often confounded ; 
but they are widely different 
from each other. ‘There may 
be just feelings connected with 
erroneous opinions and conduet. 
This is often the ease in religion 
and government. But, in gen- 
eral, opinions aud feelings are 
just and unjust in equal degrees, 
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according to the circumstance 
of age, country, and the progress 
of knowledge before mentioned. 

l cannot dismiss this subject 
without adding the fellewing 
remark, 

Mankind are governed, says 
Mr. Boyle, by their prejudices, 
and not by their principles. To 
do them good, we must, in some 
measure, conform to these pre- 
judices ;s—hence we find the 
most acceptable men in practi- 
eal society, have been those 
who have never shocked their 
contemporaries, by opposing 
age or common opinions. 

en of opposite characters, 
like objects placed too near the 
eye, are seldom seen distinetly 
by the age in which they live. 
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They must content themselves 
with the prospect of being use- 
ful to the distant and more en- 
lightened generations which are 
to follow them. 

Galileo, who asked pardon of 
the Pope, on bis knees, for con- 
tradiecting the common sense of 
the chureh, respecting the re- 
volution of the earth, and Dr. 
Harvey, who fost all his busi- 
ness by refuting the common 
sense of former ages, respecting 
the circulation of the blood, now 
enjoy a reputation for their o- 
pinions and discoveries, which 
has in no instance ever been 
given to the cold blood of com- 
mon sense.—Abridged from Dr. 
Rush. 


—a 


THE CHRISTIAN CABINET FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


No. VII. 

The Dulce of Buckingham. 

In the last Number of the 
Disciple the character of James 
H. Beattie was exhibited as re- 
markably amiable and worthy 
of imitation. By way of con- 
trast and admonition an oppo- 
site character will now be brief- 
ly noticed. 

George Villiers, duke of Buck- 
ingham, was born iu 1627, and 
was a distinguished person in 
the reign of Charles the second. 
Ile possessed great natural abil- 
ities whieh were much improv- 
ed by education : but they were 
shamefully misapplied. ‘The 
earl of Clarendon gives the fol- 
lowing account of this duke of 
dissipation :-— 

* He was a man of noble pre- 
genee ; he had great liveliness 
of wit, and a peculiar faeulty 
of turning serious things into 


ridicule. He had no et 
of religion, virtue or friendship. 
Pleasure, frolic, or extravagant 
diversion were all that he re- 
garded. He had no steadiness 
nor conduct ; and would never 
fix his thoughts, nor govern his 
estate, though it was at one time 
the greatest in England. He 
was bred about the king, and for 
many years had a great ascend- 
ant over him; but at length 
he drew a lasting disgrace upon 
himself, and ruined both body 
and mind, fortune and reputa- 
tion. The madness of vice ap- 
peared in him in very emineut 
instances ; and at last he be. 
came contemptible and poor, 
sickly and sunk in all respects ; 
so that his conversation was as 
much avoided,as it ever had 
been courted.” 

Such were the consequences 
of prostituting eminent talents 











and advantages to profane, im- 
moral and irreligivus purposes. 
Had he but possessed the dispo- 
sition of James Hay Beattie 
he might have been a very great 
blessing te his country, and his 
name would have been handed 
down to following generations 
as the glory of the age in which 
he lived. But, unhappy man! 
he chose the path of vice, and 
it proved to him the road to in- 
famy and ruin. By his fate let 
young people be admonished. 
Let them ponder on the fan- 
guage uttered by this profligate 
in the prospeet of death. Ina 
letter which he wrote to Dr. 
W. a particular friend, a little 
before his decease, we have the 
following passages :— 

“O, what a prodigal have I 
been of that most valuable of 
all possessions, time! I have 
squandered it away with a pro- 
fusion unparalelled ; and now, 
when the enjoyment ofa few 
days would be worth the world, 
I cannot flatter myself with the 
prospect of half a dozen hours. 

“How despicable, my dear 
friend, is that man who never 
prays to his God, but in the 
time of distress ! In what man- 
ner can he supplicate that Om- 
nipotent Being in his affliction, 
whom, in the time of his pros- 
perity, he never remembered 
with reverence ? Do not brand 
me with infidelity when I tell 
you that Lam almost ashamed 
to offer up my petitions at the 
throne of grace, or to implore 
that divine merey in the next 
world which I have scandalous- 
ly abused inthis. Shall ingrat- 
itude to man be looked upon as 
the blackest of crimes, and not 
ingratitude to God? Shall an 
insult offered to the king be 


Vol. V.—No. 44. 
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looked upon in the most offen- 
sive light, and yet no. notice 
taken when the King of kings 
is treated with indignity and 
disrespect P” 

“A future state may well 
enough strike terror into any 
man who has not acted well in 
this life ; and he must have an 
uncommon share of cuurage in- 
deed who does not shrink at 
the presence of Ged.” 

* From my rank 1 might have 
expected affluence to wait upon 
my life; from religion and un- 
derstanding, peace to smile upon 
my end ; instead of which | am 
afflicted with poverty and 
haunted with remorse ; despis- 
ed by my country, and, 1 fear, 
forsaken by my God !” 

“To procure a smile from a 
bloekhead, whom I despised, I 
have frequently treated the vir- 
tuous with disrespect; and 
sported with the hely name of 
heaven to obtain a laugh from 
a parcel of fools, who were en- 
titled to nothing but contempt.” 

“ What a pity that the holy 
writings are net made the crite- 
rion of true judgement! or that 
any person should pass fer a 
gentleman in this world, but he 
that appears solicitous about 
his happiness in the next.” 

“Favour me with a visit as 
soon as possible—come and pray 
for the departing spirit of the 
peor unhappy 

Buckincuam !” 

It is not supposed that prof-- 
ligate youth are in the habit of 
reading the Christian Disciple ; 
but the admonitory account now 
given may be a means of pre- 
venting some young people from 
adopting vicious courses and of 
exciting them to pursue with 
greater diligence and fervour the 
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path of life. Wo to the wicked 
for it shall be ill with him. 


; No. Viil. 

Epwarp Dnrinxer.—-This 
man was born Vecember 24th, 
4680, in 2 small eabin in Phi- 
ladelphia. At 12 years of age 
he went to Boston where he 
served as an apprentice to a 
eabinet maker. In 4745, he 
returned to Philadelphia, with 
his family, where he lived to 
the time of his death. He was 
four times married—had 18 
children, ail of whom were b 
his first wife. Not long before 
his death he heard of the birth 
of a grand-ehild to one of his 

rand-children. 

He retained all his faculties 
till the last year of his Ife. 
Even his memory was but little 
impaired. He was remarkably 
temperate, and enjoyed. an un- 
eommon share of health. Dur- 
ing his long life he never was 
confined to his bed more than 
three days; and he often de- 
clared he had no idea of the 


pain ealled the head-ach. 


He wasaman of the most 
amiable temper; old age had 
not eurdled his blood ; ‘he was 
uniformly cheerful and kind to 
every body. Elis religious prin- 
ciples were as steady as his 
morals were pure. 

When he was born, the banks 
of the Delaware, where the city 
of Philadelphia now stands, 
_-were inhabited by Indiass, with 
“a few Swedes and Hollanders. 
He lived to see the same ground 
become the seat of a city of 
great wealth and splendor. He 
saw regular streets where he 
once pursued a hare; he saw 
ehurehes rising upon mgyrasses 
where he had often heard the 
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croaking of frogs; he saw ships 
of every size and use where he 
had formerly seen nothing but 
Indian canoes. He saw statel 

edifices filled with legislators, 
where he had seen an Indian 
council fire. He saw the treaty 
ratified between the Confeder- 
ated States of America and the 
monarehy of France, on the 
same spot where he saw Wil- 
liam Penn ratify his first and 
Jast treaty with the Indians. 
He saw the beginning and the 
end of the einpire of Great Bri- 
tain in Pennsylvania. He had 
been the subject of seven crown- 
ed heads, and afterwards be- 
eame a willing citizen of a re- 
public. He died Nov. 47th, 
1780, aged 104 years, 10 months 
and 23 days. 

Dr. Rush, from whose writ- 
ings this abstract was taken, 
says he died “ in the 103d year 
of his age.” If this was cor- 
rect, there must have been a 
mistake in giving the date of 
his birth, or of his death. 


No. IX. 
Benevolent act of M. De Mon- 
_ tesquieu. 

Tue author of the Memoirs 
of this celebrated personage re- 
lates of him the following an- 
ecdote :—A gentleman being at 
Marseilles, hired a boat with 
an intention of sailing for pleas- 
ure ; he entered into conversa- 
tion with the two young men 
who owned the vessel, and 
learned that they were not wa- 
termen by trade, but silver- 
smiths; and that when they 
could be spared from their usu- 
al business, they employed them- 
selves in that way to inerease 
their earnings. On expressing 
his surprise at their conduet, 











and imputing it to an avaricious 
disposition: “Oh! sir,” said 
the young men, “if you knew 
eur reasons, you would ascribe 
it to abetter motive. Our fa- 
ther, anxious to assist his family, 
seraped together all he was 
worth, and purchased a vessel 
for the purpose of trading to the 
eoast af Barbary ; but was un- 
fortunately takea by a pirate, 
earried to Tripoli, and sold for 
nslave. He writes word that 
he has luckily fallen into the 
hands of a master who treats 
him with great humanity ; but 
that the sum demanded for his 
pansom is so exorbitant, that it 
will be impossible for him ever 
to raise it: he adds, that we 
must therefore relinquish all 
hope of ever seeing him,.and be 
eontented ; that he has as many 
eomforts as his situation will 
admit. With the hopes of re- 
storing to his family a beloved 
father, we are striving by every 
honest means in our power, to 
collect the sum necessary for 
his ransom, and we are not 
ashamed to employ ourselves 
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in this occupation of water- 
men.” 

The gentleman was struck 
with the account and on his de- 
parture made them a handsome 
present. Some months after- 
wards, the young men being at 
work in their shop, were great- 
ly surprised at the sudden ar- 
rival of their father, who threw 
himself into their arms; ex- 
elaiming at the same time, that 
he was fearful they had taken 
some unjust method to obtain 


the money for his ransom ; for 


it was too great a sum for them 
to have gained .by their ordina- 
ry occupation. ‘They professed 
their ignorance of the whole af- 
fair, and could only suspect they 


owed their father’s release to 


that stranger to whose. generos- 
ity they had been before so 
much obliged. 

After Montesquieu’s death, 
an account of this affair was 
found among his papers, and 
the sum actually remitted to 
Tripoli for the old man’s ran- 
som.—Philanthropist, Mo. 41, 
p. 294. 


No. X. 


THE WAY TO TiAPPINESS. 


‘Look thou to God, 
And ever prize ’bove all created good— 
Jesus thy Saviour !—thy deliverer, Christ ! 
The pledge of hope! the anchor of the soul ! 
The bright and morning star ! whose tranquil beam 
Shall light thee safe, through the dark vale of death ; 
Thy only comfort ! He hath been the joy 7 
Of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand 
Who now have spread their palms and learn’d to sing 
Hosannas in the highest ; and he still, F 
Will cheer each heir of glory, that hour 


When time shall be no more. 


Men, little think 


What countless and eterna! benefits 


From him proceed—what dlessings for his sake 


- 
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The erown be won ! 


Tue learned Mr. Schleusner, 
a professed ‘Trinitarian, in his 
Dictionary of the New Testa- 
ment, on the word pneuma or 
spirit, has collected the several 
passages which he thought 
might be used in support of the 
peony of the spirit, or what 

e denominates the “ third sub- 
jectum, which besides the Father 
and Son existsin God ” The 
passages which he seleeted for 
this purpose are the following : 
Matt. xxviii. 49. John xiv. 17- 
26. Ch. xv. 26. ch. xvi. 13, 

. and 4 Cor. xii. 3, 4. 


Remarks on Mr. Schleusner’s Views, &c. 


God hath prepared, and what felicities 

Await his true disciples : men who lived 

Not for themselves, but others, and who bore, 

Like their great Master, many a load of wo, 

And drank affliction’s cup, and walk’d through earth 
pilgrims, to a better country bound ; 

Though doom’d awhile, by wisdom infinite, 

To stray through thorns, and bear the buffetings 

Of sin and Satan: yet the strife will cease ! 

The journey shortly end ! The race be o’er ! 


With lasting gratitude 

Let thy breast glow, for that direction true, 
-?Mid a dark world—the beok of Ged ! When joy 

O’erwhelms im vortex—like thy dizzy mind— 

Makes every sound harmonious, every form 

Appear in vernal beauties ; lest the draught 

Intoxieate, and hurry on thy feet 

To join the evil throng, who share the gift 

Unminidful of the Giver ; humbly turn 

To that assemblage of all heavenly things 

Wisdom and righteousness, and mark the end 

Of those, who, in prosperity, forgot 

The God that made them, and whose bounteous hand 

Sent them their every blessing. 

Presses thy spirit to the earth, still fly 

To the same fountain of all knowledge good ! 

Its words shall sooth thy cares, remove thy doubts, 

Allay thy sorrows, level make thy faith, 

Cheerful thy life, thy death Serene. 


And when grief 


Corte 


— ele. 


REMARKS ON MR. SCHLEUSNER’S VIEWS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 


Of these seven passages, five 
are those in which Jesus prem- 
ised the spirit under the title of 
the comforter, advocate, or mon- 
itor, Itis presumed no judi- 
cious person will deny, that 
whatever might be intended in 
the promise of the comforter, 
it was fulfilled, at least mm part, 
on the day cf Pentecost ; and 
that the history called “ The 
aets of the Aposiles” contains 
an account of the events prom- 
ised or predicted. We have in- 
deed much said in that bistory 
of the effusion of the spirit, and 











the consequent miracles. Yet 
Mr. Sehleusner in his manner 
of classing and explaining the 
texts, has set aside every in- 
stance in which the term spirit 
is used in the book of Acts, as 
affording no support to the doe- 
trine that the spirit is a person. 
He has a class of texts in regard 
to which he says the Holy Spirit 
signifies “ extraordinary gifts.” 
This elass includes Acts i, 5, 8. 
Ch. ii. 4, 17, 18,33. v. 22. 
Vili. 15, 17, 18,19. ix. 47. x. 
44, 45,47. Xi. 15,16. Xiil. 9. 
xv. 8. xix. 2, 6, and several 
others. He has another class 
in which the spirit signifies 
“Divine afflatus, inspiration, 
revelation, oracle.” But what 
these are different from “ extra- 
ordinary gifts” Ido not under- 
stand. 

Now, if the Saviour’s promise 
of the comforter might be ful- 
filled by shedding forth, or pour- 
ing out the Holy Spirit in “ ex- 
traordinary gifts,’ and inspir- 
ing men with knowledge, forti- 
tude and comfort, and enabling 
them to perform signs and won- 
ders in the name of Jesus ; such 
unquestionably was the import 
of the promise. As it must be 
supposed that the promise and 
its fulfilment accord with each 
other, and as Mr. Sehleusner 
has himself set aside the texts 
which relate to the fulfilment, 
as affording no evidence that 
the spirit is a person, we are 
fairly condueted to this eonclu- 
sion, that the passages contain- 
ing the promise do not imply 
the personality of the spirit. 

We may now examine the 
passage in 4 Cor. xii. 3, 4. 
“* Wherefore I give you to un- 
derstand that no man speaking 
by the spirit calleth Jesus ac- 
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cursed : and that no man ean 
say that Jesus is the Lord bat 
by the Holy Ghost. Now there 
are diversities of gifts but the 
same spirit.” 

Other passages in which the 
spirit is represented as speaking 
—or persons are represented as 
speaking by or through the Holy 
Ghost, Mr. S. has explained to 
signify no more thaa “ Divine 
afflatus, inspiration, revelation, 
oracle.”” See Acts x. 49. xi. 
42, 28. xiii. 2, 4. xvi. 6, 7. 
Xx. 23. XXi. 4,11. Xxiil. 8, 9. 
This is not all ; the third verse 
of the passage we have now un- 
der consideration is also classed 
under this head; although he 
had before elassed it as favour- 
ing the personality of the spirit. 
We have therefore Mr. Schleus- 
ner’s authority for saying that 
this verse is no proof that the 
spirit is a person. The fourth 
verse it is believed, implies no 
more nor less than this, that 
God by the same spirit commu- 
nicates a diversity of gifts. 

Mr. Sehluesner then has only 
one text remaining in support 
of the doctrine in dispute, 
Matt. xxviii, 19. (On this we 
may remark, that preparatory 
to the ministry of the Messiah 
“ God anointed Jesus of Naza- 
reth with the Holy Ghost.” 
This took place at his baptism 
and inauguration; and the 
“ ereat salvation which at the 
first began to be spoken by our 
Lord, was confirmed by them 
that heard him; God also bear- 
ing them witness both with signs 
and wonders and divers mira- 
eles, and gifts (or distributions) 
of the Holy Ghost, aeeording to 
his own will.” Sueh was the 
manner in which the christian 
dispensation was introduced and 
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established ; and to these things 
the disputed text undoubtedly 
had reference, whether the 
spirit be a person or not. Let 
us now see whether Mr. Sehleus- 
ner will not again help us out 
of. difficulty, and. enable: us to 
set aside his only remaining 
proof. What then did he sup- 
pose was intended by the terms 
Holy Spirit, as used in refer- 
ence to our Saviour’s concep- 
tion, his imauguration and mir- 
acles, and the miracles wrought 
by the Apostles ? The passages 
are included by him under the 
‘three numbers “ 41,7” 42,” 
“44.” And the three defini- 
tions are as follows; “41. The 
divine influence by the interven- 
tion of which Jesus not only be- 
gan to live, but was at his bap- 
tism inaugurated to his public 
office, &e.” 12. The divine 
power, by the aid of whieh 
Christ wrought his miracles on 
earth and completely . executed 
the business committed to’ him 
by God.” 44. The extracr- 
dinary gifts,as they are com- 
monly called, of the Holy Spirit 
which fell to the Apostles on 
‘the day of Penteeost, after 
Christ’s ascension, with which 
many Christians. and almost all 
the teachers of the christian re- 
ligion in the primitive church, 
were furnished, &e.”’ 

If in all this train of miracles 
for the introduction and estab- 
lishment of Christianity, the 
Holy Spirit by the aid of which 
they were performed was noi a 
person distinet from the Father ; 
by what authority or what anal- 
ogy can any one pretend, that 
by the very same terms a per- 
son is intended in the Appstle’s 
eommission P Has not then Mr. 
Schleusner furnished us with 
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the means of coutpletely setting 
aside every text which he could 
find in support of the personali- 
ty of the spirit > 

We may further remark that, 
exclasive of the many instanees 
in which other words of the 
same import are adopted, the 
phrase Holy Spirit or Holy 
Ghost is used ninety times in 
the New Testament ; and three 
only of these are ineluded in 
the list of texts which Mr. 
Schleusner has selected for the 
support of his doctrine of a 
third subjectum or person. The 
instances in which he supposed 
the phrase did not mean’ per- 
son are to those which he se- 
lected as proofs of the spirit’s 
distinet personality, as twenty- 
nine to one. By classing and 
explaining other texts he has 
clearly shown how the three on 
which he relied may be fairly 


‘explained as affording no sup- 


port to the disputed hypothesis. 

We may then ask, Can it be 
reasonable to suppose that in 
the three selected instances the 
phrase means a person distinet 
from the Father, while in the 
eighty-seven other instances no 
such idea is intended? Are not 
then the probabilities against 
the distinct personality of the 
spirit as great at least, as twen- 
ty-ntne to one ? 

The following propositions 
are believed to be ineontroverti- 
ble ;—That the phrases holy 


spirit, spirit of God, and breath 


of God, are of precisely the 
same import, as used in the 
scriptures: That there is ne 
analogy in the use of language 
which will justify us in saying 
that the spirit or breath of God 
is a distinet person, or that God 
and his spirit are two persons : 








and that from the days of Abra- 
ham to the Messiah, no idea of 
the distinet personality of the 
spirit of God ever entered the 
mind of a pious Jew. 

The following propositions I 
believe to be equally true, but 
still they may be controverted : 
That the doctrine which repre- 
sents God and his spirit as two 
persons is so far from tending 
to enhance the dignity and glory 
of Jehovah, that it really tends 
to divide and diminish them in 
the view of reflecting minds : 
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That the greater the number of 
persons is supposed to be in the 
Holy One of Israel, the less 
each of those persons must ap- 
pear, because these persons will 
be regarded as so many parts 
or portions of Deity: And, 
finally, that the time is at hand 
when the doctrine of the dis- 
tinet personality, of the spirit 
will be regarded#by Christiaas 
in general, as one of the numer- 
ous productions of anti-christian 
controversy. 


——_ 


REMARKS UPON HERESY, BY THE LEARNED AND PIOUS DR. 
JOHN OWEN. 


“ Ir is no easy thing to show 
what heresy is in general ; 
whether this or that particular 
error be an heresy m this or 
that map, especially if such 
things as stubbornness and per- 
tinacy upon conviction, with 
the like, be required to make a 
man a heretic ; for such things 
cannot be evidenced or made 
out but only (for the most part) 
by most obscure conjectures, 
and such as will searcely satisfy 
a charitable judgement. Some 
things, indeed, are so clearly in 
the seripture laid down and de- 
termined, that to question or 
deny them, bespeaks a spirit 
self-condemned, in that which 
he doth profess. But generally 
errors are about things hard to 
be understood, not so clearly ap- 
pearing, and concerning which 
it is very difficult to pass the 
sentence of heresy. No judge 
of heresy, since the Apostles’ 
days, but hath been obnoxious 
to error in that judgement ; and 
those who have been forwardest 
fo assume a judigature, and 


power of discerning between 
truth and error so far as to have 


others regulated thereby, have - 


erred most foully. Of old. .it 
was generally eoneeived to be in 
councils. _ Now | should ae- 
knowledge myself obliged to 
any man that would direct me 
to a council, since that Acts xv. 
which I may not be forced from 
the Word to assert that it in 
something or other went astray. 

“Luruer feared not to af- 
firm of the first and best Gener- 
al Synod that he understood not 
the Holy Ghost to speak in it. 
Yea, and Beza, that such was 
the folly, ignorance, ambition, 
wiciedness of many Bishops in 
the best times that you would 
suppose the Devil President in 
their Jissemblies. Insomuth as 
NazianzeEn complained that he 
never saw a good of any ; and 
affirmed that he was resolved 
never to come at them more. 
And in trath, the fightings and 
brawls, diabolical arts of defam- 
ation aud aceusing one another, 
abominable pride, ambition and 
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affectation of pre-emimence, 
which appeared in most of 
them, did so far prevail, that) in 
the issue they became, (as one 
was entitled) dens of thieves, 
rather than conventions of hum- 
ble and meek disciples of Jesus 
Christ, until at length the holy 
dove being departed, an ominous 
owl overlooked the Lateran 
Fathers; and though with much 
elamour they destroyed the ap- 
pearing fow!, yet the foul spirit 
of darkness and error wrought 
in them as effectually as ever. 
Bat to close this discourse, ig- 
nerance of men’s invincitle pre- 
judices, of their convictions, 
strong persuasions, desires, 
aims, hopes, fears, inducements ; 


sensibleness of our own infirmi-. 


ties, failings, misapprehensions, 
darkness, knowing but im part, 
should work in us a charitable 
opinion of poor erring creatures, 
that do it, perhaps, with as up- 
right sincere hearts and affec- 
tions as some enjoy truth. 
Austin tells the Manichees, the 























Poetry. 


most paganish hereties that ever 
were, that “they only raged 
and were high- agamst them 
who knew not what it was to 
seek the truth and eseape error.” 
With what ardent prayers the 
knowledge of truth is obtained ! 
And how tender is Satvran in 
his judgement of the Arians ! 
“ ‘They are, (saith he,) hereties, 
but know it not ; heretics to us, 
but not to themselves. Nay, 
they think themselves so Cath- 
olic, that they judge us to be 
hereties. What they are to us, 
that we aretothem. They err, 
but with a good mind ; and for 
this cause God shows merey 
towards them” Now if any 
shall dissent from what I have 
before asserted concerning this 
particular, l would entreat him 
to lay down some notes, where- 
by heretics may infallibly be 
discerned to be such, and he 
shall not find me repugning.”’— 
Owen’s Collection of Sermons, 
p- 227. 


| ie 


POETRY. 


THE DUMB LUNATIC. 
St. Mark, chap. ix. 


From amid the crowd what unhallowed tone 
What voice in agony eried P 

It seem’d like nature’s incensed moan, 
For reason’s blessings denied. 


Oh! behold that face with its pallid hue, 
Like snow-flakes at twilight’s hour ! 
And that eye so glowing, yet rayless too, 
Like the moon in her waning hour ! 


And the youthful form that with early pain, 
Has faded in boyhood’s glow ; 
And the tongue whose motion tho’ quick, is vain, 


And the short, fain? smile of wo. 

















Poetry. 


In anguish beside him his father stands, 
In a statelier mood of grief ; 

He is grasping both of those thin, white hands, 
And hopelessly seeks relief. 


The Disciples of Jesus cannot bless-— 
He turns in anguish away, 

And a smile of dark unbelieving distress, 
Seems o’er his elos’d lips to stray. 


Hat behold, the Saviour of men appears ! 
One thrill to his chill’d heart flies— 

His wishes contend with decaying fears, 
And the warm drops fill his eyes. 


A few gentle words for a father’s wo, 
Are breath’d by that voice of power ; 
Soothing, as streaws at mid-summer flow, 
When heard in the noon-tide hour. 


A higher address of command appears, 
What has heavenly merey done ? 
Jesus has banish’d the father’s tears, + 
And has rais'd his dying son ! H. 


> ae 


WHY DOES AZURE DECK THE SKY. 


I nave thought, while listening to Moore’s Song, of “ Why 


does azure deck the sky ?” that the Music was well calculated 
for Sacred Harmony, if the almost idolatrous expressions in the | 
words accompanying it, could be applied to Him, to whom only 
they are due. I hope the following lines may awaken in the 
lovers of the tune in question, some holier associations. 








Wuy extends yon arch on high, 
By Thee, th’ unseen, eternal, given ? 
Why those gems that deck the sky ? 
*Tis to proclaim Thee, Lord of Heaven ! 
All that’s vast by Thy decree, 
Hath been made to honour Thee. 


Why does darkness veil the world ? 
That Thou may’st triumph o’er the shade. 
Why are bolts of thunder hurl’d ? _ 
That there Thy power may be display’d! 
All that’s dread by Thy decree, 
Hath been made to~honour Thee. 


Vo). V.—-No. 44. 44. 
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Intelligence. 


Why does nature. bliss impart ? 
Oh ! to raise our thoughts above. 
Why does musi¢ melt the heart ? 
Oh ! to prove, that Thou art love ! 
All that’s pure by thy decree, 
Hath been made to honour Thee. H. 





INTELLIGENCE. 


THE DUEL OR SINGLE COMBAT. 


{lr must be gratifying to the benev- 
olent mind to know that duelling is 
becoming disreputable in the south- 
ern states. We shall therefore give 
the principal paragraphs of an article 
on this subject, which has appeared in 
the National Register and the Carolina 
Observer. } 


Severau duels, have lately taken 
place in the U S. in which respectable 
young’ men have fallen victims to the 
custom from causes originating in the 
most wanton levity. This unauthor- 
ised waste of human life is a public 
injury as well as a private wrong, and 
the offenders, if in the employment of 
the nation, ought to be degraded from 
office: stripped of their epaulets if they 
have any, and advertised as persons 
who have dishonoured their stations 
and violated the moral obligations of 
society. 

We speak without any personal al- 
lusion. But is it not monstrous, that 
so vile and irreligious a practice, which 
originated in a barbarous and _ super- 
stitious age, should find at this en- 
lightened day, legislatures that tole- 
rate it, and individuals that positively 
sanction it ? 

Our presses teem with productions 
concerning Bible Societies and the 
propriety of converting the Heathen : 
thousands of dollars’ are annually ex- 

nded in sending forth missionaries 
to turn the Infidel from the error of 
his way: but where is the Heathen or 
the Infidel who at present countenan- 
ces a vice so gross, so repugnant to 
the laws of nature, so opposite to the 
dictates of the gospel, as that of due/- 
ing? tis a vice so wholly prevalent 
among Christians that we seck for it 





among Jews, Mahometans, and Pa- 
gans, in vain. 

l‘o what purpose are the cares of 
parents, the instructions of tutors, the 
accomplishment of education? The 
hopes of a family, the support of de- 
clining age, the prospects of female 
and friendless connexions, perhaps, 
depend upon the future exertions of 
a promising youth. Frail foundation. 
His life is at the mercy of the first ex- 
pert rude ruffian that chooses*to in- 
sult him. He falis ; and in one com- 
mon grave are buried his expecied 
services to his country, the consolation 
of his family, and the happiness of his 
relatives. 

In the times in which we live we 
have no pretence, except the licen- 
tiousness, and brutality of our pas. 
sions, for resorting to the duel. It 
was in its commencement, a legal and 
judicial mode of trial ; for the custom 
which, as Paterculus informs us, came 
originally from the nations of the north 
of Europe, was founded on thiy prin- 
ciple, which was then generally be. 
lieved to be orthodox ; namely: thet 
God would give the victory to the inno- 
cent party ‘There is, however, no 
such belief now : on the - contrary, it 
is very manifest that the most amiable, 
the most intelligent, the most worthy, 
commonly fall a sacrifice to the un- 
feeling hardihood of ignorance, to the 
violence of unbridled passsion, or to 
an unreflecting vanity, which losing 
sight of the higher attributes of our 
nature seeKs for distinction by means 
of physical and bloody dexterity. 

The absurdity of the practice, even 
in those dark ages, soon became obvi- 
ous. As early asthe year 855, duels 
were condemned by a council held at 
Valencia ; the victor being exeommy- 










































tiicated, and the victim pronounced 
unworthy of buiial. The Kings of 
Denmark abrogated that method of 
proof. Duels were interdicted by 
several of the Popes ; and three or 
four of the French monarchs, particu- 
larly Louis X1V_ prohibited duelling 
under very severe penalties. Thus, 
we see that pious, enlightened, and 
valiant men, have united in condemn- 
ing the practice. 

After the abrogation of the duel as 
a legal mode of trial, it was continued 
in Europe by a proud and arrogant 
nobility, who disdained to be controll- 
ed by any law but their own will. 
Some modern gentlemen, or those 
who would be modern gentlemen, ape 
this audacity. But ina country like 
ours, where the laws are paramount, 
they should be taught another lesson. 
Besides, if the custom be proner, it is, 
tinder a republican form of govern- 
ment, as proper for one man as for 
another. But do we not find that it 
is a practice appertaining exclusively 
to those who assume a certain air and 
consequence in society ? If two chim- 
ney-sweepers were to refer their quar- 
rel to the event of a duel, it would oc- 
casion only a laughter and merriment ; 
and thisis a clear proof that it is in no 
wise founded in reason; because, if it 
were a rational mode of deciding dis- 
putes, it would be applicable to one 
man as well as to another, whatever 
might be his profession. The trial 
by jury never excited mirth on ac- 
count of the meanness of the object. 
it is so just, so appropriate, so well 
founded in the nature of things, that 
it is impossible, in any application of 
it to human affairs, to turn it into de- 
rision. 

Indeed, it may be safely asserted, 
that the readier an individual is to re- 
ter the determination of his quarrel to 
the result of a duel the greater block- 
head he is. There are few insults or 
injuries in life which may not be satis- 
factorily adjusted and amicably set- 
tled by the interference and arbitra- 
tion of honest and rational men. 

The fair sex have it in their power 
todo much in affairs of this. kind. 
Their frowns would tend greatly to 
put duelling out of fashion. In truth. 
we do not perceive how any lady of 
délicacy or sensibility can reconcile it 
to herself to-take to ber arms a duel- 
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list, who has by a successful shot. prob- 
ably blasted the hopes of a family or 
covered a widow and children with 
mourning and consigned them to 
wretchedness and despair. -The cour- 
age of a duellist is not of that kind 
which is essential to the happiness and 
protection of women in society ; and 
the females who view it in that it 
and confide in it are in general woful- 
ly deceived. It iv the mind that does 
not yield to difficulties, the heart that 
is untuned to soft and benevolent sen- 
sations and yet firm and steady ina 
pursuit of virtuous and honourable 
purpose that afford to the sex the bles- 
sings of domestic enjoyments and the 
pleasures of social intercourse. Wise 
and well tempered men shun the per- 
son who carries a dirk by his side or 
a pistol in his pocket prepared to stab 
or fire upon the slightest irritation. 
The practice, however—we are ¢ 

that we are enabled to say it—is de- 
clining among us___ In the states north 
of the apse i wij caehs aay it rare, 
the late law of the i ssembly, 
excluding duellists | oe office, of 
had a very salutary effect, and .we 
now seldom hear of duels in that com- 
monwealth. Indeed all that seems to 
be wanting completely to extirpate the 
evil, is the energetic interposition of 
the government of the United States. 
When we reflect that officers high in 
rank, and of great importance to their 
country, may be.taken off by the felo- 
nious custom of duelling, and the 

lic service thereby sustain irrepara- 
ble injurv, will it be controverted that 
the offending and surviving party 
ought to be severely punished ? 





REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY 5S0- 
CIETY. 


Art this anniversary of the. Evan. 
gelical Missionary Society, the Trus- 
tees are again called in Providence 
to join with the members in lamenting 
the death of one, who, since their or- 
ganization, has been an active and 
faithful officer To the common trib- 
ute which is rendered to the memory 
of Benjamin Haywood, Esq. for his 
domestic, civil, and christian virtues, 
it is due from us to add, that his vig- 
ilance and care have secured the in- 
terests of this society, augmented its 
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means of doing good, and evinced an 
entire devotion of heant to the promo- 
tion of the cause of religion. ‘* The 
memory of the just is blessed.” 

It is cause of mutual congratulation 
and devout thankfulness, that the la- 
bours of this society were commenced 
at a period when all christian commu- 
nities were animated by a common 
and’ ardent desire to extend the tri- 
umphs of the Redeemer. In review- 
ing the system of our operations, we 
have perceived very year new proofs 
of the correctness of the principle we 
assumed, and in which we differed 
from other Missionary Associations. 
By directing our Missionaries to spend 
their terms within a limited district, 


and to dispense, for a succession of 


months, the interesting truths of the 
gospel to the same Christians, we hop- 
edto arrest their attention to the im- 
portance and value of a well educated 
and regular ministry. ‘Fhrough the 
blessing of heaven we have not labour- 
ed im vain. The enlightened and reg- 
ular who have attended on the minis- 
ters we have sent have borne continual 
testimony to the correctness of their 
example. They have also appreciated 
the tendency of their instructions to 
promote order, to check a sectarian 
spirit, and to advance ‘‘ pure and un- 
defiled religion.” 

The Trustees mention it for the en- 
couragement of the society, that the 
past year has furnished interesting 
evidence of the approbation of their 
measures. In the counties of Suffolk 
and Essex a patronage has been ex- 
tended, which we gratefully acknowl. 
edge. The liberal have there devised 
liberal things. ‘They have added to 
our funds $397,46. This their chari- 
ty has entrusted to us for distribution 
in the hope that it wiltaid us in found- 
ing new churches in the wilderness, 
and in giving to those, who are per- 
ishing for lack of knowiedge, a chris- 
tian minister, who shall “ feed them 
With the sincere mi!k of the word ; 
that they may grow thereby.” 

We recommend to the deliberate 
consideration of the Society, the expe- 
iency of adopting the measure which 
is ‘contemplated, to listen to che soiici- 
tations which are urged by our fellow 
Christians in other counties, besides 
those of suffolk, Worcester and Mid. 
dlesex. We have a full persuasion 
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that by holding occasional meetings 
amongst them they will more fully 
understand the principles of our asso- 
ciation, and by their beneficence ena- 
ble us to extend our field of usefal- 
ness. 

The Trustees have the past season 
i pursuance of their commission made 
the following appropriations. To the 
Rev. Mr. Warren of Jackson they have 
granted two hundred dollars. The 
distresses experienced by the District 
of Maine the !ast year im connexion 
with the pressing exigencies of Mr. 
W. presented him as a particular ob- 
ject of our assistance and charity. 
Our last reports from him gave us in- 
formation of his success in building 
up the church ; and of his indefatiga- 
ble efforts in the establishment of 
schools, and in promoting the improve- 
ment of children and youth. We 
have also placed in his hands thirty 
doWars, to be disposed of at his dis- 
cretion in qualifying young men and 
women for the business of instruction. 

One hundred and fifty dollars have 
been allowed to the Rev. Asa Piper 
for missionary services in Belfast in 
that District. Good reason is given 
us to hope that success attended his 
labours. A respect was manifested 
for religious instructions and ordi- 
nances. We have also the encourag- 
ing expectation that some occasional 
labours amongst them of the Rey. 
William Frothingham have so impress. 
ed them with his qualifications, that 
they will pursue their present purpose 
to establish him amongst them as a 
teacher of youth and minister of reli- 
gion. 

For service he has performed in 
Dixmont and Unity, the Trustees 
have likewise granted one hundred 
and fifty dollars. Circumstances which 
came within his knowledge, and which 
he has faithfully reported, lead us to 
recommend the portions of our coun- 
try, which are destitute of an enlight- 
ened ministry as worthy of the tender- 
est commiseration and charity. 
Christians cannot more acceptabl; 
serve their Redeemer or benefit the 
souls of men than by bending their 
efforts to Jliffuse among these people 
the means of common knowledge ; 
by producing in them a relish for the 
bread of life ; and by impressing them 
with their paramount obligation to la 








bour more for the meat which endur- 
eth to everlasting life than for the 


meat which perisheth. 
The following is the state of the 


funds of the society : 


The whole amount of monies 
in the Treasury is $2355 17 
Deduct for monies appropri- 





ated for the present year 530 
Balance in the hands of the 
Society 1825 17 


Of which sum 1262,47 is an accumu- 
lating fund, not subject to appopriation 
at present. 


List of donations from societies and in- 
dividuals to promote the objects of 
the Society, during the present year. 


From Ladies of the New North 
Parish in Boston $184 92 
From Ladies of Rev. Mr. Low- 


ell’s Parish in Boston 80 00 
From Ladies of the North 

Church in Salem 70 37 
Collectioh at the Semi-annual 

Meeting, Boston 34 50 
From the Female Cent Society 

in Worcester, 2d Parish S32 25 
From do. do. in Templeton 74 91 
From do. do. in Burlington 16 25 
From do. do. in Waltham 13 18 
From do. do. in Marlboro’ 2d 

Parish 12 92 
From do. do. in Concord 10 52 
From Samuel Hoar, jr. Esq. 2 
From Mr John Kettle 2 
From Mr. Thomas Kettle 1 
Collection at the Annual Meet- 

ing at Templeton 30 13 


In conclusion the Trustees express 
their confident hope that their associ- 
ation will meet general encourage- 
ment. They invite the members to 
disseminate a correct knowledge of 
our course of measures. Tell the in- 
quiring philanthropist, who wishes 
for the progress of religion, that we 
do not intend to scatter the spiritual 
seed in the wilderness and forsake it 
to perish for want of culture. Tell 
him that we tenderly watch its growth 
and cease not our exertions till it gives 
afar promise of coming to maturity. 

’ Tell him that in the portion of the 
vineyard we attempt to cultivate we 
are resolved to employ a constant la- 
bourer, to prevent the growth of tares. 
We ask all who love the ways of 
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Zion, and who desire that many should 
come to her solemn feasts, to join 


‘with us ina devout prayer that a bless- 


ing may attend our humble efforts to 
promote charity, righteousness and 
truth, and to spread the savour of the 
knowledge of Christ. 

At the late Annual Meeting of the 
society they chose for their officers 
the ensuing year, 


Hon. Benjamin Pickman, jr. Presi- 
dent, in the room of the Hon. Mr. 
Gore, who resigned the office, by rea- 
son of ill health. 


Rev. Ezra Ripley, D. D. V. Pres. 

Rev. Samuei Ripley. Cor. G Rec. See. 

Mr. Josiah Bridge, Treasurer. 

Rev. Francis Parkman, V. Treasurer. 
TRUSTEES. 

Rev. Aaron Bancroft, D. D. 

Hon. Joseph Allen. 

Rev. John Foster, D. D. 

Dea. John White. 

Rev. Asa Packard. 

Dea. Moses Coolidge. 

Rev. Nathaniel Thayer, D. D. 

Breck Parkman, Esq. 

Rev. Isaac Allen. 

John Richardson, Esq. 

Rev. Charles Lowell. 

Ichabod Tucker, Esq. 


The society, in order to increase 
their usefulness, unanimously voted 
at the late Annual Meeting,'to extend 
their limits, and solicit the aid and en- 
couragement of those, di to pro- 
mote its benevolent objects, in al! 
parts of the state. They are there- 
fore now a State Society, whose An- 
nual Meeting will be holden in Boston, 
on the first Thursday m October. 
Rev. Jonathan Osgood of Gardner, is 
the first, and the Rev. John Pierce of 
Brookline, the second preacher. 





PEACE SOCIETY AT LONDON. 


At a meeting held at Plough Court, 
Lombard-street, London, June 14th, 
1816, for the formation of a society for 
the promotion of “ Permanent and 
Universal Peace”—ZJt was resolved, 


1. That the society be formed, and 
be designated “ The Society for the 
Promotion of Petmanent and Universa! 
Peace.” : 

2 That the object of this society 
be to print and circulate Tracts, and 
diffuse information tending to shew, 
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that War is inconsistent with the spirit 
of Christianity, and the true interest 
of mankind ; and to point out the 
means best calculated to maintain per- 
manent and universal Peace, on the 
basis of true Christian Principles. 

3. That the society addresses itself 
to no particular or separate religious 
community amongst the professors of 
Christianity ; but wishes to embrace 
those of every denomination, who are 
disposed to exert themselves in pro- 
moting ‘“ Peace on earth and good will 
towards men.” It is therefore desir- 
ous of availing itself of their influence, 
and to obtain their assistance, towards 
the attainment of an object so truly 
christian and benevolent ; an: object 
not limited by local attachments, or 
circumscribed by geographical bound- 
aries ; but extending to the whole hu- 
man race. 

4. That the society trusts, the gen- 
eral prevalence of erroneous senti- 
ments on the subject of War, instead 
of operating as a discouragement to 
its friends, will rather stimulate them 
to proportion their efforts to the ob- 
stacles they may have to encounter ; 
and that they will be animated to look 
forward toa period ‘when nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neith- 
er shall they learn war any more.” 

5. That in the choice of Officers for 
carrying the views of this Society into 
effect, those of every religious denom- 
ination will be acceptable. 

6, That a general meeting be held 
ence in the year, at such time and 
place as the Committee shall fix, to re. 
ceive their report, and to attend to 
such other business as may come be- 
fore it. 

7. All subscribers of 10s. 6d. and 
upwards annually, will be entitled to 

‘receive half the amount of their sub- 
scriptions in tracts, during the year in 
which they subscribe. Subscriptions 
will be received by W. Aten, 
Plough-Court, Lombard-street, Lon- 
don, or any other of the Committee. 

8. That the following persons be a 
Committee, with power to add to their 
number : 

* William Ailen, 

Richard Dykes Alexander, 

Robert Lucas Chance, 

Thomas Clarkson, 

John Clarkson, 

William Crawford, 
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Charles Stokes Dudley, 

Rev. Thomas Harper, 

Robert Marsden, 

Joseph Tregelles Price, 

Evan Rees, 

John Roberts, 

John Scott, 

Frederick Smith, 

Themas Sturge, 

Rev. William Stevenson, Esq’rs. 


Address of the Society for the promotian 
of Permanent and Universal Peace. 


They who have duly appreciated 
the best interests of mankind, have al- 
ways considered War as one of the 
greatest scourges to which the human 
race is liable. If the mere report of 
the miseries and the train of moral 
evils, which it brings upon our fellow 
creatures, causes the tear of sympa- 
thy to flow, the lover of his species, 
who has been an eye-witness of the 
scenes, which, within these few years, 
have been exhibited on the Theatre 
of War, must have been struck with 
sensations of horror. 

From a conviction that many whe 
deplore the calamities of War, have 
regarded it as a necessary evil, and 
have not sufficiently considered how 
far, under any circumstances, it is re- 
concilable with the principles of the 
Christian religion, a society has been 
formed, whose sole object will be to 
print and cireulate tracts, and diffuse 
information, calculated to excite the 
attention, not only of their fellow coun- 
trymen, but of real Christians and phi- 
lanthropists in every part of the world, 
to this most momentous subject. 

They who are influenced merely bs 
the common feelings of humanity. 
would rejoice, if it could be proved to 
be possible to avoid War ; but it be- 
comes those, in an especial manner, 
who profess themselves to be the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, the Prince ot 
Peace, to consider, whether War in 
any os or upon any account, can 
be justi upon Christian principles. 
What is the tendency of the Gospe! 
dispensation ?—To promote resce on 
earth and good will towards men. 
What was the farewell legacy of our 
blessed Saviour to his disciples ?— 
Peace. What his last command !— 
To love one another. What his last 

prayer ?—For his enemies. 

The Society for the: Proéthotion of 

















































Permanent and Universal Peace, in 
announcing themselves: to the world, 
think it their’ duty to state most dis- 
tinctly,; that they are principled a- 
gainst aff War, upon any ce and 
that they have not been led to the 
work, either by political considera- 
tions, or by party spirit, but uy a per- 
suasion, that the united efforts of 
Christians of every denomination, in 
this important cause, will greatly tend 
to. promote the happiness of mankind, 
and the extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 

After so many years of bloodshed, 
the time has at length arrived, when 
great numbers of different religious 
persuasions, in this Country, on the 
Continent of Europe, and in North 
America, are decided in the opinion, 
that War cannot be justified upon 
Christian principles, and others are 
beginning, on the same grounds, to 

uestion its lawfulness ; it is to assist 
this inquiry, and to increase the dispo- 
sition for it, that the present Society 
has been formed ; and as the circula- 
tion of Tracts in this Country, as well 
as the translation of them into Foreign 
Languages, must be attended with ex- 
pense, the society solicits subscrip- 
tions from those + 98 may be disposed 
to favour the work, and who, of course, 
will be entitled to an Annual Report. 

In conclusion, the society trusts, 
that the general prevalence of errone- 
ous opinions on the subject of War, 
instead of operating as a discourage- 
ment to its friends, will rather stimu- 
late them to proportion their efforts 
to the obstacles they may have to en- 
counter, and that they will be animat- 
ed to look forward to.a period. when 
“nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
any mere.”’ 

Every annual subscriber of 10s. 6d. 
ani upwards, may, within the year, 
receive in return, Tracts to the amount 
of one half of his subscription. 

Subscriptions received by the mem- 
bers of the Committee, or by Joun 
CLARKSON, . Treasurer, No 16, 
Earl-street, Blackfriars, London, where 

all the meetings are held, and where 
all communications for the society may 
be addressed. 
ROBERT MARSDEN, 
Chairman of the Gommiitee. 
Londgn, Jan. 9, 1817. 
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N. B. When this address was 
lished, Thomas Furley Foster, and 
Benjamin Foster, Esq’rs. had. been 
added to the Committee. 7 


SOCIETY'S TRACTS. 


No. 1. A Solemn Review of the Cus- ~ 
tom of War, price 2d 

No. 2. War inconsistent with the Doc- 
trine and Example of Jesus Christ, 
by John Scott, Esq. 

No. 3. An Essay on the Doctrines and 
Practice of the early Christians as 
relates to War, by Thomas Clark- 
son, Esq. M A 


Preparing for the Press. 
No 4. Extracts from Erasmus.* 
Sold by John Hatchard, Piccadilly, 
Bookseller to the society, and by all 
other Booksellers 


A letter was received from the so- 
ciety in London accompanying the Ad- 
dress, and also copies of the Tracts, 

ublished by the society. The official 
[etter will appear in the Friend of 
Peace No X. in the course of the 
present month. The following ex- 
tracts are from a private letter from 
William Allen, one of the Committee 
of the Peace Society, and of the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign 
School Society. He is also one of 
the three Friends who had the inter. 
view withthe Emperor Alexander in 
London. 


“I shall be glad to hear that the 
different Peace Societies act in cons 
cert on a regularly organizedl plan : 
We proceed in this way ;—we endeav- 
our to get persons who will act as 
correspondents in the different parts 
of Great Britain. To these we send 
the Tracts as they are published—if 
the correspondent likes the Tract he 
has only to ask whether three or four 
of his friends will not contribute a few 
shillings each ; and when this is done 
he writes to London for 100. By this 
means a wide circulation is insured at 
little or no expense to the Commits 
tee” . 

‘‘ This is the critical moment : it is © 
impossible to say how long the free 
intercourse with all the world may re. 
main uninterrupted,—and I think no 


* This Tract has since been pub- 
lished, and a copy of it accompanied 
the Letter and Address, 
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time should be lost in translating the 
Solemn Review into French and Ger- 
man. We ought to try to get corres- 
pondents in those countries. I intend 
to try what. can be done in my jour- 
ney through France.” 

“The British and Foreign School 
Society continues to flourish, and the 
system is spreading all over the world. 
This is one of the great features of 
the present day ; for we shall in vain 
multiply Bibles, if we do not give the 
great mass of the people the means of 
reading them. As the poor in every 


- country form the great majority, the 


happiness of every individual ina state 
is involved in the degree of morality 
and virtue which exists in that class. 
if they were sufficiently enlightened, 
where could soldiers be procured for 
the carrying on of war? Deeply im- 
pressed with this subject, { have ever 
since the year 1808, devoted a large 
portion of my time and attention to 
the promotion of the British system of 
education for the poor.” 





ANNUAL REPORT OF “THE FRAG- 
MENT SOCIETY.” 


Amonc the many societies which 
exist at the present day, the Fragment 
Society, from the real good it produ- 
ces, is worthy a conspicuous place. 
Although its duties frequently require 
great ‘sacrifice of personal ease and 
convenience in discovering the abodes 
of want and sickness, in administering 
comfort to the afflicted, and a supply 
to the needy, we are fully compensat- 
ed in the belief, that our labours are 
notin vain. We have had the satis- 
faction not only to see the naked cloth- 
ed and the sick made comfortable ; 
but we have evidence to believe, that 
our ministrations have given not only 
temporal relief, but have also been at- 
tended with spiritual good; and a. 
mong the rewards we experience, we 
by no means lightly cstimate those ex- 
pressions of gratitude we sometimes 
witness, which are the overflowing of 
a heart toa full for utterance. Besides 
distributing the annual subscriptions, 
the society has been a channel through 
which many private charities have 
reached the distressed. 

Among the many donations of the 
last year, the receipts of which we 
gratefully acknowledge, we cannot 
but particularly mention a number of 


valuable blankets from one source, 
and several whole pieces of cotton 
cloth from others ; which have ena- 
bled us to enlarge the sphere of our 
labours. With our sincere thanks for 
= favours, we may be allowed at 
east to anticipate a continuance of 

offices from former benefactors ; 
and to hepe their charities will emu- 
late others to follow their good exam. 
ples. 

‘*Be not weary in well doing, for 
in due time you shall reap if you faint 
not.” 

At the last annual meeting a vote 
was taken that an act of incorporation 
should be solicited which was obtained. 


Balance in Treasury last year $29 64 
Amount of subscriptions re- 


ceived 800 25 
Do. donations to Fund 164 50 
Expended 803 
Remaining in ‘Treasury 26 89 


Distributed 1615 articles. Assisted 
90 sick families, by loaning bedding 
and other necessary articles ; returns 
from 95. 

Remaining on loan 17 pair sheets, 
10 pair pillow-cases, 6 blankets, 2 bed. 
quilts, 6 long gowns, 2 short gowns 
and one easy chair. 


Subscriptions fot the ensuing year 
will be received by the secretary, at 
Mr. John Hopkins’s, Mason-street, or 
may be left at Miss Pierce’s shop, and 
at No. 17, Cornhill. 





OBITUARY. 

Died in Hingham, Mrs. Joanna Q. 
Lincoln, aged 35, relict of the late Rev. 
Perez Lincoln, of Gloucester. 

In Charlestown, the 4th inst. Rev 
Thomas Prentiss, late Pastor of the 
second Congregational society in that 
town. 





Candidates for the Ministry. 


Mr. Thomas Tracy, Cambridge. 
** Jonathan P. Dabney, do. 


* Samuel Gilman, do. 
‘* Thomas Savege, do. 
‘* P. Osgood. do. 
‘¢ Alvan Lamson. do. 
s James Walker. do. 





Errata.—In the last No. p. 306, 5th 
line from the bottom, for Corinthians 
read Christians. 









































